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CENTKAL mTELLIGENCE AGENCY §§§
30 July 1968 ’ i

SUBJECT: The Situation in Czechoslovakia as of 4:00 p. m. ED

Specnlatwn on the course and outcome of the talks is coming in from
all sides, but none of it seems based on hard information. Both the
‘Czechs and TASS today said only that the meeting was taking giade in
an atmosphere of *frankness and comradeship’, a phrase which,
according to Cammm st usage, sxgnais tough talk but not total dis~
agreement

soma elements of the Gzechc(slavak
armed forces may be on a limited alert. TASS announced late ye‘sterday
that the rear services exercise which began last week in the western
USSR is now continuing in Poland and East Germany with the parq
tion of rear services of the Polish and East German armies,

Soviet troops have crassed
into Poland at several pamts along the I}SSR.~P0115§; hardar.
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"‘I‘he Soviets :.:antmue to reinforce their grmmd umts in southaxn :
.Germany. There are now elamexﬁ:s of as many as ten Soviet divi mns
in the area ad_;a.cant to the Czechosluvak border. There has bee.n no
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The Dubcek leadership appears to be taking ateps to improve its
negotiating position at Cierna. In a move which may be more éig~
nificant for its timing than its content, the Czechoslovaks yesterday
gave the appearance of restoring a'limited form of censorshxp The
Interior Ministry issued a 35-page list of official secrets to chief
editors and publishers.

Italian Communist party leaders are keeping the pressure on Moscow, 1.309)
L33
and Tito is mlimg ta go FAB)

“to Prague at a moment's notice if requested to do so by the
Czechoslovaks.
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